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A Message from Governor Danita Utsman 

Dear Zontians,  

Today I am watching a 
beautiful snow falling in East 
Texas ï first time in several 
years.  I am also feeling very 
thankful that I have a warm, 
comfortable place to sleep at 
night.  This makes me even 
more conscious of our 
mission for Zonta 
International and it also 

makes me very proud that we are making a 
difference in and improving the lives of women all 
over the world. 

The calendar reminds me that our area meetings are 
just around the corner as well.  The first one coming 
up is on April 10, 2010 here in Longview at the new 
Hampton Inn.  I met with the Greater East Texas club 
this past week, and those women are fantastic.  They 
have planned an exciting Saturday night event that 
will benefit our local Habitat for Humanity.  It is the 
25th anniversary of Longview Habitat, and the event 
is called ñRaise the Roofò and the food will be Texas 
Roadhouse food!  It will be a very special night.  
Please plan to come.  You will be receiving the Call 
to Area meeting within the next week by email.

Right on the heels of area meetings, our Zonta 2010 
International Convention will be taking place on the 
Riverwalk in San Antonio.  I have registered online, 
and it is very simple.  I hope to see a record number 
of our members at Zonta 2010.  There will be many 
opportunities to volunteer during the convention.  The 
form for volunteering is on the Zonta 2010 website. 
Our district will have a table in the Zonta Marketplace 
and will have several great items on sale.  Bring your 
$$$$$. 

The ZI board met in February, and there are a few 
items from our liaison representative that I want to 
share.   

 I am sure our wonderful Foundation 
Ambassador will share this with you at Area 
meetings but April 1, 2010 is the deadline for 
district, club and individual giving.  You are 
urged not to miss that date, especially if you 
are approaching a new giving level. 

 You will hear more about this I am sure, but 
ZIF is encouraging ñ$90 for 90 years of Zonta 
Internationalò as a personal goal. 

 All members who have sponsored 2 new 
members for Zonta this year will also be 
recognized at ZI 2010.  What an opportunity 
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to encourage you to sponsor new members.  
However, March 1 is the deadline for this. 

 New simplified forms for Jane M. Klausman 
nominees will be posted soon for the 2010 
awards.  Please do not use the application 
forms downloaded prior to February 2.  There 
are also several new points to the criteria. 

Speaking of Foundation giving, one of my goals for 
my term as governor was to see an increase in 
individual giving.  So far, the increase is minimal, so 
please consider making an individual gift to ZIF in 
honor of or in memory of someone before this 
biennium is over. 

Congratulations are in order for the Zonta Club of 
Brownsville again.  On February 8, 2010, they 
celebrated the charter of the University of Texas 
Brownsville Golden Z-Club at a gala celebration.  
They have 15 members in this new Golden Z Club.  
Please send your congratulations and/or a monetary 
gift to the new Golden Z Club.

February is the month in which most clubs appoint 
their nominating committee to select club leadership 
for the next year, or perhaps 2 years.  Once again, I 
encourage every Zontian to step forward and place 
her name as a candidate for an office.  This is the 
best way to really be a part of your clubôs growth. 

You know by now before I close this article I will 
share a meaningful quote with you.  I just received a 
Valentineôs Day greeting from our local United Way 
and on it was this quote: 

Alone we can do so littleé 
together we can do so much. 

Helen Keller 

Until I see you all again at area meetings, keep the 
fire in you burning for Zonta District 10. 

Danita Utsman, Governor-

 

 

 
Governor Utsman checks out the digital photo frame presented to 

her by the board 

 

 
Danita loves her ñStarò quilt, which was signed by 

each member of the Board and the D10 Foundation 

Ambassador 

 
Back L-R: Kim Hitt, Barbara Yoder, Pris Truesdell, Lynn Altemeyer, 

Cathy Williams, Carolyn Smith, Judy Kautz 

Front: Danita Utsman and Janis Wood 
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Organization, Membership, and Classification  Lt. Gov.  Janis Wood

Greetings fellow Zontians,  

Iõm sure all of you are familiar 

with the saying òwhen you 

want something done, give it 

to the busiest person you 

know and it will get done!ó  

Look around your club, area, 

and district and I believe you 

will agree with me that Zontians are some of 

the busi est people you know.  Itõs true!   

This is the time of the Zonta  year when 

Zontians are being asked to serve as a club 

officer, committee chair, or even a district 

committee chair.  I smiled when I recently 

read newsletter articles across the district 

that  expressed some of my sentiments.  A 

common theme is that yes, these roles and 

responsibilities take time and energy.  But, 

the rewards are worth it!  The rewards not 

only strengthen each of us as individuals, but 

they reinforce why each of us joined Zonta .  

Why did we join, because we believe in our 

mission statement, Advancing the Status of 
Women.   

RECRUITMENT  

Recruiting the busiest person you know should 

assist us in recruiting new members!  Who are 

some of the busiest women you know thru 

personal and business contacts?  Does your 

club have something valuable to offer?  Does 

your club have a recruitment plan?  Is your 

club ending the Zonta  year with at least a net 

gain of one?  If not, you still have time to 

prepare your club for growth.  

REJUVENATION  

Many clubs have instituted social gatherings in 

addition to the monthly business meetings.  

òFriendraising ó is just as important as 

òfundraisingó and just as vital to the health of 

each club.   

REVITILIZATION   

Assigning mentors to new club members and 

developing friendships helps strengthen clubs.  

Mentoring aids the seasoned member to 

familiarize the history and customs of Zonta .  

Does your club offer diverse and interesting 

programs so that every member maintains a 

high level of enthusiasm?   

RETENTION  

Does your club use the resigning member 

questionnaire to understand and provide key 

information that could be useful on club 

growth and improvements?  This also could be 

accomplished by asking current members to 

complete the survey or questionnaire.  

Understan ding member losses or member 

dissatisfaction, whether it is because of time, 

costs, or other factors could lead to healthy 

club discussion and planning.  Inconvenience of 

meeting time or location could be a factor and 

lead to the possibility of a new club.   Honest 

evaluation of current club meetings, service 

projects, programs, and fellowship can lead to 

positive changes.  A diverse club, offering 

variety of programs and projects, can lead to 

a larger footprint of service in our 

communities.   

Good luck with club membership!  Your board 

is here to help your club with membership.  

Please call on any of us for your membership 

events and activities.  I look forward to 

hearing your clubõs plans and initiatives at 

area meetings this spring!  

Yours in Zonta  Serv ice,  

Janis, Lt Gov  

OMC Chair  
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ZI Foundation Ambassador  Barbara Yoder  

Sow a thought and reap a deed.  Yep, thatõs us in 

Zonta !  Our thoughts reap our mission 

statement:  òraising the status of women, 

worldwide.ó  This is perfect in our current world 

situation.   

Here is our district giving as of December 30, 

2009.  Our district is number 4 in district 

ranking, by now expected of  us and definitely 

wanted by me!  I applaud your efforts!  

Area One:   $48,392  

Area Two:   $44,204  

Area Three :  $28,955  

 Total:     $121,992  

Total clubs:   $90,601  

Total Individual :   $31,397  

Overall, ZIF fund giving versus goal stands at 

about 61% with 75% of the biennium gone.  The 

funds that are a little low at this point are 

Amelia Earhart and International Service.  The 

JK, YMPA, Rose, and ZISVAW appear to be on 

track.

I will be the first to admit that there are many, 

many forces pushing and pulling on us. It is an 

election year so folks want our support, Haiti 

needs our financial help and prayers, and our 

families will not stand by while we are distracted 

by day to day activities.  But I want to remind 

you that no amount of push and pull changes 

Zontaõs desire to make a real difference by 

touching one person or a whole village through 

international service, ZISVAW projects, or 

scholarships which touch layers and layers of 

people over generations.  

Hereõs my suggestion.  March celebrates 

International Womenõs Day and also our Zonta  

Rose day.  A gift in memory or honor of a special 

woman will make a big impact for the ZI 

foundation and is the gift that keeps on giving.  

Your honorary/memorial gift will not be 

forgotten by the recipient either!  As always I 

look forward to Area Meetings and seeing each 

one of you. I canõt wait to hear about your Rose 

Day projects too!   

Be well, stay encouraged, and do good work!  

Barbara Yoder  

Zonta InternationalðWomen of Haiti Need Our Support 

Zonta International President Beryl Sten comments on ZIôs response to support the 
women of Haiti. On this weekôs board agenda is, among many matters, the 2010 ï 2012 
ZISVAW proposals from the President-Elect. The Board has decided to recommend a 
ZISVAW project in support of the women of Haiti. This proposed project will be brought to 
the Convention in San Antonio for voting as laid out in the international bylaws. 

For those Zontians or Zonta clubs who may wish to make a more immediate personal or 
club contribution to the relief efforts, we encourage you to support UNIFEMôs efforts to 
provide urgently needed services for the protection of women and their families, 
specifically the rebuilding of womenôs shelters and the expanded provision of emergency 
services for women. Donations can be made online at https://secure.globalproblems-
globalsolutions.org/site/Donation2?df_id=1960&1960.donation=form1. 

If you make a donation to UNIFEMôs relief efforts, please inform UNIFEM that the 
donation is from a Zontian or Zonta club and notify Zonta International Headquarters via 
e-mail at advocacy@zonta.org. All donations to UNIFEM will be counted as an action in 
the SAY NO ï UNiTE to End Violence Against Women Campaign. 
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Area 1 News  Judy Kautz , Director  

A Note from the Area 1 Director:  Greetings, Sister 

Zontians!  Mark your calendars for our upcoming Area 1 

meeting, May 1, 2010 at the downtown Hilton in Fort 

Worth.  The Fort Worth ladies are working very 

earnestly to provide you with a great location, activities 

and refreshments at the area meeting.  We will once 

again conduct the meeting as a one-day event, with an 

emphasis on table topics and presentations that will be 

informative and interesting.  Weôll also get all the latest 

information on the upcoming Zonta International 

Convention, hosted by District 10, to be held at the 

Marriott in San Antonio, and weôll tell you what to 

expect if youôve never been to a ZI convention before.  

Presidents and Treasurers will get their books for the 

upcoming year, along with training on what to expect 

and how to perform their duties.  Of course, members of 

the other areas are certainly welcome to attend, 

especially if you canôt attend your own area meeting.  I 

look forward to seeing everyone in Fort Worth, and in 

San Antonio! 

Judy Kautz 

Area 1 Director 

Zonta Club of Central Oklahoma  

A Social With a Cause ï The Zonta Club of Central 

Oklahoma has established a new committee under the 

Legislative Awareness and Advocacy umbrella, one with 

a focus on the prevention of human trafficking.  This 

committee was spawned by a newly established 

organization in Oklahoma, Oklahomans Against 

Trafficking Humans (O.A.T.H.), which networks with 

law enforcement agencies, social service providers, 

mental health servers, the faith community, business 

sectors and individual activists to identify, rescue and 

restore victims of human trafficking here in Oklahoma.  

Club members got an introduction to the issue of human 

trafficking by attending a ñSocial With a Causeò where 

they viewed the Lifetime movie ñHuman Traffickingò 

introduced by Committee Chair Caroline Moore and 

facilitated by Sharon Hebert.  Refreshments included 

snacks, movie popcorn and drinks, to provide a truly 

movie theater atmosphere.  Attendees also brought 

donations for OATHôs newly established shelter, opened 

Feb 1, and generously provided $510 in materials and 

money toward the new shelter.  Mr. Mark Elam, Director 

of OATH, is the featured speaker at the February 

business meeting, where the club will learn about the 

upcoming May conference, and what they can do to 

help. 

Human Trafficking Committee Chair Caroline Moore (left) 

and facilitator Sharon Hebert introduce the movie ñHuman 

Traffickingò at the Zonta Club of Central Oklahomaôs 

Social With a Cause. 

Human Trafficking Committee member Judy Kautz (left) 

notes donations from Kathy Bishop at the Social With a 

Cause function. 

COK Celebrates Amelia Earhart - The Zonta Club of 

Central Oklahoma celebrated Amelia Earhart in January 

with guest speaker, Col Marcia Walker, the Senior 

Individual Mobilization Augmentee (IMA) to the 

Commander, 327th Aircraft Sustainment Wing, Tinker 

Air Force Base, Oklahoma.  Col Walker spoke about her 

experiences as one of the first women navigators in the 

Air Force.  After her remarks, club members concluded 

that Col Walker, like Amelia Earhart, was a pioneer for 

women in her own right. 
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 (L-R) VP Angie Weaver, guest speaker Col Marcia Walker, 

AE Chair Dalia Lopez and Pres Tiffany Smith after Col 

Walkerôs speech at the January meeting. 

Central Oklahoma Inducts New Member ï It seemed 

appropriate to induct Air Force Lt Andrea Ismirle as a 

new member in Zonta during the January Amelia Earhart 

celebration.  Lt Ismirle works at Tinker Air Force Base 

with a number of other COK Zontians, and she has 

attended several of the clubôs functions as a guest.  Club 

members welcomed her and look forward to keeping her 

involved in Zonta activities and projects.  Welcome, 

Andrea! 

Pres Elect Theresa Farris (L) and Pres Tiffany Smith (R) 

present new member Andrea Ismirle with a rose after her 

induction into the Central Oklahoma club.  Lt Ismirle was 

sponsored by Theresa. 

Zonta Club of Dallas 

At the October luncheon, we gave our monetary awards 

to our recipients from Our Friends Place, Family 

Gateway and Letot Center. Each received $2,250. 

 

 
Joyce (TLC housemother), Sue Thiers Hesseltine and 

Cynthia Cervantes - Our Friends Place 

 

 
Connie Boyd, Executive Director for Family Gateway, 

 
Cathy Brock, Residential Manager for Letot with club 

members Jan Robinson, Service Committee co-chair and 

President Terri Hornberger 
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Club Welcomes New Members - Our Zonta Zings have 

been quite successful this year. Thanks to Avis Ives for 

sponsoring the Zings and to Keri and Pat Johnson for 

the idea. The induction of five new members took place 

at Zontaôs 90th Birthday celebration on November 6th. 

Each was given a membership pin and the club pledged 

to support the members in upholding the ideals of Zonta. 

 
New Members (L-R): Mitzi Zappalo, Brigid King, Pat 

Johnson, Keri Johnson and Elizabeth Simon 

 

Zonta Club of Dallas-Fort Worth  

Hello from the Zonta Club of DFW! 

ZDFWôs December holiday dinner party was great fun 

including the White Elephant gift exchange game.  Our 

service projects included sending needed items to the 

Mine Dog unit in Afghanistan, the Battered Womenôs 

Foundation Holiday Event, Nursing Home facility 

support, and various other donations of goods, services, 

and funds in excess of $5,000.00. And of course, we 

always have fun at our Lupeôs fundraising dinners every 

first Monday of the month.  

 
Welcome Center at each meeting 

 
VP Sue Murray with party favor 

 
Member Annette Marsh & Daughter at Lupeôs 

Our January dinner meeting included guest speaker Kyle 

Newton on the topic ñNew Year, New Lenses, New 

Paradigmsò empowering us to make life as we want.  

The Amelia Earhart report was distributed at the meeting 

as well.  Our service projects included Battered 

Womenôs Foundationôs Day to Shine and also donations 

of items from A-Z to local established processing 

entities for distribution in excess of $10,000.00 in value. 

 
Guest Speaker Kyle Newton & Wife Tari



 February 2010 Page 8 of 19 

In February we had a dinner with our 

roundtable topic ñRelationshipsò.  It was 

very helpful to all of us. Our service 

projects for February are Battered 

Womenôs Foundationôs Day to Shine, 

distribution of plush friends to residents at nursing 

centers, and audio books donation to a senior center. 

SAVE THE DATE :  APRIL 24,  2010 ZDFW 2010 

Woman of Achievement Awards & Scholarships Dinner 

& Silent Auction scheduled at the Radisson Hotel DFW 

South on Airport Freeway in Irving, TX.  Your support 

will be greatly appreciated.  

ZDFW asks you to please refer anyone in the DFW area 

you may want to see in Zonta to please come check us 

out and see if we are a fit. Thank you to Zonta Club of 

Dallas for your referral!  

Zonta Club of Fort Smith  

Newly elected Area 1 Director Sheryl Flanagin 

Our own Sheryl Flanagin was elected Area 1 Director 

at the 2009 District 10 Conference held in Brownsville, 

TX over Halloween weekend. It has been over 20 years 

since a member of the Zonta Club of Fort Smith has held 

the position of Area 1 Director. 

Sheryl and the rest of the newly elected board were 

inducted by Zonta International Vice-President Lynn 

McKenzie during the conference. 

 
Zonta International VP Lynn McKenzie with Fort 

Smith attendees Cathy Williams, Kathy Coleman, 

and Sheryl Flanagin 

Zonta Club of Fort Smith Library Display 

During the 16 Days of Activism Against Gender 

Violence, the Zonta Club of Fort Smith had a display 

related to the 16 Days Campaign in the rotunda of the 

main library, used mass email notifications about issues 

concerning gender violence, contacted members of 

Congress regarding passage of CEDAW and the 

International Violence Against Women Act, and made a 

$1000 donation to the Crisis Intervention Center. 

 

 
 

Upcoming events for the Zonta Club of Fort Smith will 

include a 1st Impressions Workshop for women re-

entering the workforce on March 1
st. 

Twenty-five women 

will rotate among four stations where they will have 

discussions about interviewing, clothing, 

professionalism, and resumes and networking.  On 

March 7
th
, a reception will be held in honor of Zonta 

Rose Day and International 

Womenôs Day, and winners of our 

2
nd

 Annual Rose Day Art Contest 

will be honored. 

In April, our one and only 

fundraiser of the year, the Annual 

Geranium Sale will be held.  Over 

400 flats of flowers will be sold to 

fund all of our service projects! 

Zonta Club of Johnson County 

 
Z Club members Haley and Ashley Scarr visit with Santa 
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The Zonta Club of Johnson County began the New 

Year with a terrific Amelia Earhart program in 

January.  A former Amelia Earhart Fellow, Laurie 

Carrillo  was the program speaker and discussed her 

current plasma research for NASA.  The Zonta Club 

of Johnson County sponsors a Z Club at both 

Cleburne and Rio Vista High Schools so the 

audience was filled with 45 young women from 

Cleburne High School and 6 from Rio Vista High 

School.  Ms. Carrillo brought a helmet and gloves 

worn by astronauts and had a volunteer show them 

around the room.  Ms. Carillo answered questions 

and passed out NASA brochures and other 

information.  The audience was delighted with her 

presentation, particularly the girls interested in math 

and science. Other guests present at the meeting 

included District 10 Area 1 Director Judy Kautz, 

and two others. 

 
AE Speaker Laurie Carillo bought a helmet and gloves 

which the Z Club members tried on 

Members voted at the February meeting to prepare, 

hand-quilt and raffle a quilt to help defray cost for 

the members planning to attend the Zonta 

International Convention in San Antonio in June 

2010.  Tickets go on sale March 15 and a winner 

will be announced at the Area 1 meeting which will 

be held in Fort Worth on May 1
st
.  Tickets will be 

$5 each or 6 tickets for $20.  Anyone interested in 

purchasing one or more may contact Karon Lowe 

by phone at 817-645-2718 or by email at 

karon.lowe@yahoo.com or any member of the 

Johnson County Club. 

 
The name of the quilt is Hidden Stars-- a Pre-civil war 

pattern which was machine-pieced by Karon Lowe and hand 

quilted by the members of the Johnson County Club 

 
Club helped sort food for give away with Elk's club 

 

CASA fun run: Ashley and Haley's mom, Barbara Yoder, 

Tabitha, Ashley and Haley 

The club has chosen the next recipient for the Status 

of Woman Award.  The banquet will be held in 

Cleburne on April 20, 2010.   
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Area 2 News  Kim Hitt , Director  

Zonta Club of Greater East Texas 

Area 2 Meeting Planning Session - On February 8th 

the ladies of GET ZONTA conferred to continue 

planning the "Shoot for the STARZ- Aim High" Area 2 

meeting. The meeting will be held in Longview on April 

10th.  We hope to get an "e Invitation" in the mail by 

March 1st.  Hopefully this will give us a early count on 

registration.  Hampton Suites in Longview will be the 

meeting venue and a great Saturday night event is 

planned.  Watch for the email and as the host cub we are 

hoping all the Zonta Clubs in our District come and have 

a wonderful experience. 

Zonta Club of Houston 

Zonta Club of Houston (ZCH) welcomes its newest 

member, Kathleen (Kathy) Kiibler .   Kathy is a 

chemist by training and Product Steward with Shell 

Chemical.  Kathy is interested in service projects 

involving women re-entering the workforce, and in 

helping children discover their potential.  In April, Zonta 

Club of Houston will be hosting a 

Membership/Fellowship event and we have challenged 

our members to óInviteô one or more qualified prospects 

to attend this membership event or an upcoming meeting 

or activity.  Our current membership is at thirty-five.  

Our goal is to increase membership by 10% which is 

three members for the year.  The more members- the 

more volunteers- the more we can accomplish with our 

projects.     

The Womenôs Home (TWH) Quarterly Awards banquet 

was held in January with ten Zontians acting as 

hostesses, providing the table decorations, the dessert 

along with door prize giveaways.  Approximately 90 

guests attended with 2 residents graduating from the 18 

month residential program.  The TWH Awards banquet 

is always a very moving experience.  The women are 

dressed in their finest.  Certificates are presented to each 

of the women as recognition for the classes completed 

during the past quarter.  Included in the class recognition 

are the Zonta vocational classes. In addition, woman are 

recognized who have returned to school or have attained 

a job.  How very exciting it was to learn that some of the 

women from the Zonta vocational classes had attained 

jobs in their career fields.  Additionally, the women 

shared with us that they could not have done it without 

the vocational classes and our encouragement.  We do 

make a difference!    Thanks to Barbara Ehrlich  and 

Robin Dickehuth, our TWH chairs and the Zontians 

who assisted with the fall classes.  The spring Zonta 

vocational classes will begin on Feb. 23
rd
 and will 

include Managing Personal Change and Team Building, 

Receptionist Training, Public Speaking and 

Communications Skills, Resume Writing, Mock 

Interviewing, Time Management and Organization 

Skills. 

Our February meeting program will be in celebration of 

Amelia Earhart . Ail een Watkins, a Boeing 747 Pilot 

and member of the Ninety-Nines will be our featured 

speaker.  The Ninety-Nines is a non-profit organization 

founded in 1929 by 99 licensed women pilots for the 

support and advancement of aviation. 

Very critical to our local and international scholarships 

and service projects is the fund-raising from our Zonta 

Zelebration.  Mark your calendars for: 

 

Zonta Zelebration Charity Golf Event 

Thurs. May 13
th   

- 1 pm shot gun start 

Meadowbrook Farms Golf Club 

This will be a fun event at an outstanding golf course.  

Stay tuned for more information.   

To increase our camaraderie, ZCH Fellowship Chair, 

Kathy Stockton, has put together great fellowship 

events from a wine and cheese cruise on Buffalo Bayou 

in November, our Christmas dinner in Dinner and 

international dine-arounds.  In February, the dine-
around will be at a Vietnamese restaurant.  In March, we 

will be touring the Painted Churches followed by a  

BBQ at the Stockton Ranch.   
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Club group from the Buffalo Bayou outing 

If you are in the Houston area, please stop by one of our 

meetings or activities.  Check us out at 

Zontahouston.org.   

Zonta Club of Lafayette 

Congratulations and Welcome - Zonta Club of 

Lafayette inducts 6 new members at the February 

meeting making a total of 9 for the year. New Members 

include: 

 

(L-R) Arla Pillion,  Retired Nurse, Shannon Strother, 

University of Louisiana at Lafayette-Applied Research and 

Outreach Manager, Darleen Lugenbuhl, University of 

Louisiana at Lafayette-Director of Development, Kathy 

Rosenberg, University of Louisiana at Lafayette-

 Development Officer, Judi Gardiner, ATC Engineering 

Marketing Manager, Jennifer McDonald, The Graham 

Group-Media Buyer 

Zonta Club of Longview 

In December, our regular meeting was held at the 

Longview Museum of Fine Art Holiday Tea Room.  

This event is the fundraiser of the LMFA Friends, 

our Guild.  Each table at the museum was decorated 

using a familiar Christmas Carol as its theme.  We 

collected childrenôs books for Hope Haven, one of 

our local shelters for women. 

 
Jo Salmon, Carla Burkett and Mickey Wallis attend the 

Christmas Luncheon 

The Zonta Club of Longview has been busy since 

the first of the year with phenomenal programs and 

great fellowship.  In January we toured the Le 

Tourneau University Paul and Betty Abbott 

Aviation Center.  It is a beautiful new building that 

houses classrooms and meeting rooms, and a lobby 

featuring an airplane of gleaming silver suspended 

from the ceiling.  Aircraft maintenance is taught 

there and we got to see an airplane engine totally 

disassembled that the students were working on. 

January fellowship found a group of us at The Mud 

Hut where we selected our own piece of pottery and 

then applied a glaze that was later fired.  It amazed 

us all that mauve glaze when fired becomes gold, 

and brown glaze becomes green.  We have some 

very talented and creative members! 

Our program meeting in February featured a 

speaker from Le Tourneau who talked about one of 

the programs the university sponsors. Visual 

Literacy is a new and exciting branch of the LEGS 

program that provides global service learning 

opportunities to students of all different 

concentrations. Visual Literacy is the ability to 

interpret, negotiate, and make meaning from 

information presented in the form of an image. 

Fellowship planned for the month will be Bingo and 

ice cream. 

Our February service project was the Women Build 

day for Longview Habitat for Humanity.  We have 

some members who would rather be swinging a 

hammer than eating!  The construction of this home 

will be done completely by women, with only the 

required components done by contractors, such as 

foundation, electrical, etc.  Most of the framing of 
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the home was completed in a 5 hour work period.  

Grilled hamburgers were served to us by several 

men from Atmos Energy.  It was a very rewarding 

day to work side by side with the new homeowners. 

 
Ingrid Johnson (member and Executive Director of 

Longview Habitat for Humanity) and Patricia Newman, 

president of LHFH board 

 

Mickey Wallis, Diane MacFarlane and Debbie Sadler, Zonta 

members, and again Patricia Newman far right, LHFH 

board president 

March is the month of our annual Antiques Show 

and Sale.  It will be March 5-7, 2010 at Maude 

Cobb Convention Center.  Our show directors have 

told us we will have 60 dealers, including several 

that will be new to the show.  Our fellowship for 

March will be Music, Massage and Merlot with 

ñmassageò being the operative word.  We have been 

promised by our Fellowship Chairman, Debra 

Silverthorne, that this evening promises to get our 

ZING back. 

April fellowship will be a trip to Edom where we 

will tour the Blue Moon Gardens.  For those of us 

who have never been, we have been promised that it 

will end with lunch at The Shed. 

 
New to ZI Conventions? Do you know about trading 
pins with other Zontians? If not, these pictures will 
make you want to invest in pins to trade. 

 

 
 

 
Sally Rankin from the 

Zonta Club of Houston 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Zontian from Australia and Lt. Gov. Janis Wood 

 

 
Pins collected by a member of the Zonta Club of Central 

Oklahoma in Rotterdam 
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Area 3 News  Pris Truesdell , Director  

Zonta Club of Austin 

With roughly 27 million people enslaved in the world 

today, the trade of human beings is the third largest 

illicit market worldwide, ranking only after drug and 

arms trade, according to Anti-Slavery International.  Yet 

the United Nations ranks the US as being one of the top 

three countries to which people are trafficked.  This 

illicit trade is poorly understood, and one of the first 

steps to eradicate the problem is to increase awareness 

through education. 

In an effort to take these first steps the Zonta Club of 

Austinôs is hosting the upcoming event: a Poetry Slam & 

Silent Auction and we are asking for your support of this 

event through sponsorship and attendance. This Event 

will follow our District 10 Area 3 Meeting. Tickets will 

be $35.00 for admittance to include Dessert & Coffee/ 

Cash Bar / Silent Auction Items / Door Raffles 

The Zonta Club of Austin joins its many sister clubs 

across the US and the world in an effort to build 

awareness of the often hidden crime of human 

trafficking.  Even in Austin every day this underground 

crime takes its toll on victims who have no way out of 

the slavery that has become their life.   

Our event will focus on community outreach via the 

medium of entertainment: Poetry Slam with Slam 

Master Brian Francis -- inspired from real stories of 

victims, silent auction & grab bag auction to raise funds 

and experts for Q&A discussion.  As our finale, to lift 

our moods in the light of hope, a steel drum performance 

by Angela Smith. 

Our grateful appreciation for your generosity that helps 

us provide: (1) Local Assistance -- to support Victim 

Services supplied by CTCHAT Central Texas Coalition 

Against Human Trafficking. (www.ctchat.org)  (2) 

ZISVAW ï Zonta International Strategies to Prevent 

Violence Against Women --  which provides grants to 

UN agencies or recognized NGOôs for projects that seek 

to change personal and/or political knowledge, attitudes 

and behavior contributing to gender ï based violence. 

 (www.Zonta.org). 

Zonta Club of Brownsville 

The Zonta Club of Brownsville has been busy.   Right 

after the District Conference, we were on the go again 

getting ready for the Annual Christmas Tour of Homes.  

Chairman Teresa Del Castillo and her committee did a 

great job in finding homes for the Tour, getting tickets 

ready, and assigning Zontian hostesses at the various 

homes.  The turnout was good.  Everyone enjoyed the 

Tour.  After the Tour, Zontians gathered at Teresaôs 

home for our Christmas party.   

During this period our club was successful in chartering 

a new Golden Z Club.  Under the leadership of Sandy 

Altemeyer and the sponsors at the University of 

Texas/Texas Southmost College, the club came together.  

There are 15 charter members and growing!  Our Club 

invited the group to our February meeting at which time 

the Charter was presented and the members were 

installed.  

 

Also during the February meeting 16 new members were 

installed from the Lopez High School Z Club under the 

leadership of Alicia Roberts.  This group has been in 

existence for several years and continues to succeed.  

They are actively involved in volunteer projects in the 

community and also participate in our clubôs Tour of 

Homes and La Posada feeding the homeless meal 

program. 

 

In addition to the Golden Z Club and Z Club 

installations, our club welcomed four new members.   

They were installed by President LeeAnn Greer and 

received their Zonta pins from membership chairman, 

Bruni Villarreal .  The new members are Monica 

Garza, Laura Vasquez, Adela Garza, and Evelyn 

Cantu.   Among the attendees at the event was former 

member Sandy Welch who is now a member of the 

Zonta Club of Coastal Bend. 
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The Zonta Club of Brownsville is now busy preparing 

for the various events which we sponsor during the 

Spring. 

Kathy Jennings and Marlys Zapata, co-chairs for the 

Annual Golf Tournament have been working together 

with their committee on the preparation and fundraising 

which is involved in making the event a big success.  

The golf tournament will be held on April 10 at the 

Valley Inn and Country Club in Brownsville.  There will 

be three prizes awarded and many, many door prizes. 

On March 8, we will host our annual Woman of the 

Year banquet at the Holiday Inn.  Every year our 

membership selects a woman from the community who 

has enhanced the status of women in our community.   

Our honoree this year is County Commissioner Sofie 

Benavides.  The chairman for the event is Tina Bailey.  

We will have more info on that next newsletter. 

Zonta Club of the Coastal Bend 

The Zonta Club of Coastal Bend has had an active 

month, first the Club awarded our largest scholarship 

yet, $5000 dollars to Texas A & M University Corpus 

Christi for a Womanôs Non-Traditional Scholarship.  

Over the 60 years our small Zonta Club has existed, we 

have given over 100 scholarships. The power of Zonta 

truly changes lives.   

This month we have also 

sponsored two girls, Margaret 

and Yolanda, to attend a 

boarding school outside of 

Hoima, Uganda.  Their school 

semester began February 1
st
.   

 

 

Zonta Club of Fredericksburg 

At the January meeting of the Zonta Club of 

Fredericksburg, member Elizabeth Wunderlich shared 

pictures and stories of "her Haiti." She travels to Haiti 

and other Caribbean islands as an agent for the U.S. 

Meat Export Federation. Her talk was very informative 

and especially relevant so soon after the earthquake. Five 

of the 27 members of the Fredericksburg "Z Club" 

attended the Zonta meeting, along with their sponsor 

Annaliesa O'Quinn. We were able to hear about their 

activities and plans.  

 
(L-R) Sponsor and members of the Fredericksburg Z Club: 

Jovanna Castaneda, Cassie Luyex, Annaliesa O'Quinn, 

Jennifer Soto and Christy Woerner with William Wunderlich 

in front.  

Zonta Club of San Antonio 

The Zonta Club of San Antonio has had some great 

programs in the last several months. In November we 

had Meera Ballal, Executive Director of the Bexar 

County Family Justice Center. The mission of the 

BCFJC is, ñassisting victims of domestic violence in 

their journey from survivor to thriver.ò The Family 

Justice Center provides a wide range of services to 

victims of domestic violence in one, centralized location 

that include, but are not limited to:  protective orders, 

civil legal services, medical care, mental health care, 

child therapy for witnesses of domestic violence, 

financial stabilization, job and educational training, life 

coaching, housing, and food and basic needs support. 

Members from our club supported their annual 

fundraiser by attending a play in January. Actors in the 

play included several lawyers from the local District 

Attorneyôs office. 
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Candiôs chauffeur, husband Richard Ward chats with our 

speaker, Meera Ballal 

Our speaker in December was Mary Kay Stewart 

who began the San Antonio Friendship Bridge. 

Friendship Bridge is a non-profit, non-governmental 

organization that provides microcredit and 

educational programs so women and their families 

can create their own solutions to poverty.  

Our speaker for annual Amelia Earhart meeting was Dr 

Caroline Rickards, Research Scientist, US Army 

Institute of Surgical Research, Fort Sam Houston. 

Caroline is from Australia and was the recipient of an 

Amelia Earhart Fellowship from Zonta International in 

2003-2004 for her work investigating in-flight 

incapacitation in Royal Australian Air Force fighter 

pilots and potential training methods for reducing this 

risk. 

 
Lisa Firmin, Vice President, presents an Amelia Earhart 

book and a Zonta pen to our speaker, Dr. Caroline Rickards 

Service projects for the last quarter included collecting 

items for the San Antonio Food Bank, the Bexar County 

Battered Womenôs Shelter, and an Easter Seals needy 

family. In January we treated the girls at Roy Maasô 

Youth Alternatives Girlsville to a Bingo Fest & Taco 

Breakfast. The Zontians and the girls had time to bond 

while eating tacos and then playing bingo. At the end of 

the bingo game, Candi Ward  was presented with a 

beautiful hand painted thank-you card for our members.  

 
President Candi Ward is helping with bingo as Linda Coney 

passes out a prize to one winner 

Zonta Club of Seguin  

Orientation Social Held 

Seguin Zontians have been blessed with a growing 

membership!  In order to educate new members and 

refresh the memories of current members, an Orientation 

Social was held in November.  Club officers presented a 

variety of topics including:  history of the local club, 

meaning of the Zonta symbol, where our dues go, 

service projects on both the local and international level, 

and an overview of the local Z club.   

 
Treasurer Elaine Kalkwarf and President Lynn Pfullmann 

greet members at the Orientation Social 
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Club members Barbara Behal, Barbra Peterson and Stacey 

Mycue reminisce over Zonta scrapbooks. 

December Happenings: 

December was a busy month for the Zonta Club of 

Seguin.  A Christmas Social was held at member Donna 

Dodgenôs business, Chiro Java, with delicious holiday 

treats being catered by another club member, Celeste 

Koepsel.   Just a week and a half later, many club 

members volunteered in various duties at the Christmas 

in Seguin Dinner served to over 1,000 Seguin residents.   

 
Friendship and fellowship kept everyone warm during this 

group photo, taken at Seguinôs new bandstand in Central 

Park during the Christmas Party.  The party was held at 

Donna Dodgenôs coffee shop, Chiro Java, located across the 

street from Central Park. 

Amelia Earhart and Food Pantry Donations: 

The January Program meeting was visited by Seguinôs 

own version of Amelia Earhart, Jennifer Ehlers.  

Jennifer took on the persona of Amelia Earhart, telling 

her lifeôs story and experiences to a very captive 

audience.  Also at the January meeting, cash 

contributions were presented to three local food pantries.  

These funds were raised during the clubôs October 

Empty Bowl event.  

 
Cathy Anderson and Beulah Reiley, Status of Women 

committee members, welcome Jennifer Ehlers (center) 

before her Amelia Earhart presentation. 

 
Pictured on the far right are Zontians Barbara Lampmann 

and Kim Emard, presenting checks to representatives of 

three local food pantries. 

Zonta Club of West Hidalgo County 

At our November meeting, John Lopez, Public Affairs 

Officer of the Rio Grande Valley Sector of the US 

Border Patrol gave a presentation of information and 

statistics regarding human smuggling and trafficking in 

our area. He explained the distinction between human 

smuggling and trafficking and the dangers of both. He 

answered questions from our members and we all 

became more informed of the activity going on right in 

our neighborhood. 

In December, our regular meeting is a Holiday Party! At 

this annual party we share food and fun and raise funds 

for our service projects. Treasurer Deitrah Davis 

graciously hosted the party at her home. Members 

brought gifts for the women residing in Transitional 

Housing.   
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Nora London, Cecilia Shapiro and Charlene Hertz 

 

 
Carol Perez and Karen McNallen 

Januaryôs meeting celebrated Amelia Earhart . The 

meeting was hosted by our Amelia Earhart Committee, 

who prepared dinner at the Transitional Housing Facility 

of Mujeres Unidas/Women Together. After a brief 

program about the life of Amelia Earhart given by the 

Chair of the Committee, Hilda Garza de Shazo, our 

annual fundraising auction was held. Club members 

donate items for auction. These items range from art and 

best-selling books to a necklace that has returned to each 

auction for several years! President Marianne Seal is 

our official auctioneer and holds out for the highest bid. 

Thanks to the generosity of our members, this auction 

funds our clubôs contribution to the Amelia Earhart Fund 

at District 10. 

 
Dotti Egger, Hilda Garza De Shazo, Marie Segovia, Mariella 

Gorena and Candi Fowler 

Shopping???  
Most women love to shop and Zontians especially love to buy anything with the Zonta  name or logo. Just 

glancing through this newsletter you will find evidence of that on pages 2, 5, 8, and 1 5. If your club is 

not planning on selling anything at the Zonta  Marketplace at the 2010 ZI Convention in San Antonio, you 

will miss a great opportunity to raise money for your club and projects.  A unofficial survey of District 10 

clubs show that  the follo wing items will be sold: aprons, letter openers, human trafficking t -shirts and 

posters, bingo games, coasters, note cards, candles, Zonta  bags and lanyards and possibly a t -shirt, 

and car window flags, Zonta  denim shirts and beaded yellow rose pins, Offic ial convention sashes for pin 

collectors , charm with clip to hang on bags, purses, or cell phones, USB flash drives, and pins from past 

years, cowboy hats, "bling" Zonta  pins, our "z" pendants, and hand held old fashioned fans, tumblers, 

pens, "bling" t -shirts and possibly flip flops, z bracelets, 2 nd Line umbrellas, cowboy hats, z t -shirt, purse 

hooks, Zonta  pin, and note cards, pottery bowls, denim shirts, t -shirts, Christmas  ornaments, z charm 

necklaces, golf towels, aprons, pins and cookbooks, yellow rose note cards . While members in other 

districts will have to fly into San Antonio, it is a safe bet that many of them will be selling items as well. 

You can share a tabl e with another club.  

So if you still think you will be too busy to sell, at least 
bring lots of money so you can buy our products!  

 


