SERVICE/ADVOCACY PROJECT FOR 16 DAYS CAMPAIGN


Is your club looking for an activity for the 16 Days of Activism Against Gender-Based Violence Campaign that will make a real difference in the lives of survivors of sexual assault? Would you like to participate in a common activity for 16 Days with other D10 Zonta clubs? interested on advocating for measures that would help increase the prosecution and conviction rate for sexual assault? District 10 has a multi-pronged district-wide 16 Days activity for you. District 10 is adopting the assembly of Beloved Bundles and related advocacy activities around sexual assault as a district-wide 16 Days service/advocacy project in keeping with the Zonta Says No and Orange-the-World theme and encourages D10 clubs to participate. Below is detailed information about the project. If you have any questions contact Therese Hartwell at thhartwell@yahoo.com.

Service Component

Project Beloved, a non-profit organization founded by Ft Worth, Texas resident, Tracy Matheson in response to her grief over the rape and murder of her daughter, Molly Jane strives to “educate, advocate, and collaborate to change the conversation about sexual assault and empower survivors to find their voices.” After extensive research on the needs of sexual assault survivors, Tracy learned that when survivors have a forensic exam, or rape kit, and law enforcement is involved, the survivor’s clothing and underwear are generally retained for evidence. In response, Tracy created Beloved Bundles, which include simple clothing, undergarments, travel size hygiene products and stress-relieving items that are given to survivors after their forensic exam, allowing them to leave it with dignity and the knowledge that someone cares. 

Project Beloved funds the items for the bundles, and volunteers assemble and deliver bundles locally, a perfect volunteer activity because no monetary donations are required (although they are always welcome) and assemblers receive the satisfaction of knowing that they are directly supporting individual sexual assault survivors. 
The assembly activity involves:

1. Locating a sexual assault center, hospital or other organization in your area that does SANE (Sexual Assault Nurse Examiner) exams, does not currently have bundles and would like them; 
2. Receiving the bundle items (usually four or five large boxes), inventorying the items against a check-list and organizing them for assembly;
3. Assembling the bundles—three or four people can easily do the job, but even an individual could handle the job and larger groups work also;
4. Purchasing several plastic containers of a specified size to hold the bundles (Project Beloved will reimburse for this expense, but a club could opt to cover the cost, which is approximately $100);
5. Delivering the assembled bundles to the receiving organization. 
Learn more about the specifics of the assembly process HERE.

How to begin? 

1. First check the Project Beloved website to see what location(s) near you already have bundles. 
2. Find organizations in your area that do SANE exams or send advocates to accompany survivors for such exams but do not currently receive bundles--hospitals with SANE departments, sexual assault centers or other organizations that are involved with sexual assault forensic exams. Consult the accompanying list which shows sexual assault centers from the Rape, Abuse and Incest National Network (RAINN) website within approximately an hour of each D10 club.
3. Contact the organization to see if they would be interested in bundles (be sure to share Project Beloved’s website with them for details on the bundles). Once you find an appropriate location, contact Therese Hartwell to coordinate the process with Project Beloved. You can also email Therese if you need help contacting organizations. Here is some sample language to use when contacting potential bundle recipients:

“I belong to an international women's organization that is currently working with a non-profit called Project Beloved, founded by a Texas woman in response to the rape and murder of her daughter. Among other things, PB provides Beloved Bundles for sexual assault survivors who have a SANE exam, allowing them to leave the exam with dignity and the knowledge that someone cares. Bundles include simple clothing, undergarments, travel size hygiene products and stress-relieving items--all brand new. PB fully funds the bundle items, and volunteers organize, assemble and deliver the bundles locally. Our clubs are working to identify sexual assault centers, hospitals or other locations in their area that do SANE exams or accompany survivors to such exams that do not currently have bundles but would like them. There is absolutely no cost to the receiving organization, and the bundles are replenished as you run out. You can read more about Project Beloved and Beloved Bundles on their website at https://www.projectbeloved.org/beloved-bundles Would XYZ Organization be interested in receiving Beloved Bundles?”


Advocacy Component

1. As part of the D10 advocacy effort, PB Founder, Tracy Matheson, will give a virtual talk on October 3 at 7:00 pm Central time to discuss the path that led her to start Project Beloved and what she has learned about sexual assault. https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83944220039pwd=ZEtEelBRSEo2QnRvZmVwaTBBNHpVUT09#success   The talk will be recorded for those who can’t attend and so that you can share it with your club. Also consider streaming and sharing this Dateline episode about Tracy’s daughter’s case with your club: https://www.nbc.com/dateline/video/wreckage/9000267428.
2. Share the enclosed educational materials with your club and the community at large on topics such as common myths about rape, statistics on reporting, prosecution and conviction of sexual assaults and actions you can take in your community to support survivors, decrease the incidence of sexual assault and increase the likelihood of prosecution and conviction of perpetrators. 
3. Sponsor a postcard or letter-writing campaign and consider other ways you might support federal, state or local legislation addressing sexual assault. Example: The Debbie Smith Act of 2023 (S. 499 and H.R. 1105) reauthorizes a federal act (which will otherwise expire next year) that provides local and state crime laboratories resources to end the backlog of untested DNA evidence from unsolved crimes, analyze DNA samples and increase the capacity to process DNA to guard against future backlogs.

Fundraising Option

	The beauty of the Beloved Bundles project is that no fundraising is required. However, if your club would like to contribute financially to Project Beloved, consider raising funds to cover the items for your bundle assembly ($2000) or the installation of a soft interview room, a living room like setting where survivors can be privately and comfortably questioned in comfortable rather than harsh surroundings ($3000). If your club donates the full cost of a soft interview room, a plaque will be placed in the room with your club’s name.

Contact Therese Hartwell with questions or for assistance on any of these activities.
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