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Is your club looking for an activity for the 16 Days of Activism Against Gender-Based Violence Campaign that will make a real difference in the lives of survivors of sexual assault? Would you like to participate in a common activity for 16 Days with other D10 Zonta clubs? Are you interested in advocating for measures that would help increase the prosecution and conviction rate for sexual assault? District 10 has a multi-pronged district-wide 16 Days activity for you. District 10 is adopting the assembly of Beloved Bundles and related advocacy activities around sexual assault as a district-wide, Zonta Says No-themed, 16 Days service/advocacy project in keeping with Zonta’s Orange the World theme, and encourages D10 clubs to participate. Below is some basic information about the project with details and a toolkit to come on the District 10 website. In the meantime, if you have any questions contact Therese Hartwell at thhartwell@yahoo.com.

Service Component

Project Beloved, a non-profit organization founded by Ft Worth, Texas resident, Tracy Matheson in response to her grief over the rape and murder of her daughter, Molly Jane, strives to “educate, advocate, and collaborate to change the conversation about sexual assault and empower survivors to find their voices.” Among other things, Project Beloved provides Beloved Bundles, which include simple clothing, undergarments, travel size hygiene products and stress-relieving items to sexual assault survivors who have a forensic exam (or rape kit), allowing them to leave the exam with dignity and the knowledge that someone cares. 

Project Beloved funds the items for the bundles, and volunteers assemble and deliver bundles locally, a perfect volunteer activity because no monetary donations are required (although they are always welcome) and assemblers receive the satisfaction of knowing that they are directly supporting individual sexual assault survivors. The assembly activity involves locating a sexual assault center, hospital or other organization in your area that does SANE (Sexual Assault Nurse Examiner) exams (commonly known as “rape kits”) or accompanies survivors to exams, does not currently have bundles and would like them; receiving the bundle items (usually four or five large boxes), inventorying the items against a check-list and organizing them for assembly; assembling the bundles; and delivering the bundles to the receiving organization. Learn more about the specifics of the assembly process HERE and check the Project Beloved website to see what location(s) near you already have bundles. 

In a future communication a list showing sexual assault centers from the Rape, Abuse and Incest National Network (RAINN) website within approximately an hour of each D10 club will be provided. You can also check with hospitals with SANE departments or universities or other organizations that are involved with sexual assault forensic exams. You will need to contact the organization to see if they would be interested in bundles (be sure to share Project Beloved’s website with them for details on the bundles). Once you find an appropriate location, contact Therese Hartwell to coordinate the process with Project Beloved. You can also email Therese for assistance and questions.

Advocacy Component

D10 suggests adding an advocacy component to the activity. Tracy Matheson will give a virtual talk on October 3 at 7:00 pm Central time to discuss the path that led her to start Project Beloved and what she has learned about sexual assault. The talk will be recorded for those who can’t attend, and so you can share it with your club. Also consider sharing this Dateline episode about Tracy’s daughter’s case with your club: https://www.nbc.com/dateline/video/wreckage/9000267428  (note: you need to enter a TV provider to access the video). The forthcoming toolkit will provide educational materials about sexual assault to share with your club and to the community at large, as well as suggested related legislation to promote through a postcard or letter-writing campaign or other means. 

Fundraising Option

The beauty of the Beloved Bundles project is that no fundraising is required. However, if your club would like to contribute financially to Project Beloved, consider raising funds to cover the items for your bundle assembly ($2000) or the installation of a soft interview room, a living room like setting where survivors can be privately and comfortably questioned in comfortable rather than harsh surroundings ($3000). If your club donates the full cost of a soft interview room, a plaque will be placed in the room with your club’s name.

Contact Therese Hartwell with questions or for assistance on any of these activities and watch for the forthcoming toolkit.




image1.png
,,,,,,,




image2.jpeg
INTERNATIONAL
- DISTRICT 10




